
English Owls 2022 

Listening 

Listen to a talk about investigating your family history. For statements 1-8 choose whether the 

statement is True, False or Not Stated. 

1. This advice is aimed at people who have Irish ancestors.  

2. Talking with your relatives ask them to stick to the point.  

3. Start with the town where your ancestors used to live.  

4. You are sure to find an ancestor with a farm.  

5. You must be ready for unpleasant surprises.  

6. Doing your research go with the flow.  

7. You should use a video recorder at the interviews.  

8. Most people can find the records that date from before 1800. 

Listen to the talk again. For questions 9-15 find words and phrases which match these 

definitions. The number of words you should write is given in the brackets. 

For example: check your information is correct (3) – verify your facts. 

9. enjoy talking about memories (1) 

10.  the most difficult problem to overcome (3) 

11. a small proportion of correct information (4) 

12. shocking personal secrets from the past (4) 

13. set a limit for something (3) 

14. separate line of your ancestry (4) 

15. collect a lot of data (5) 

Reading/Use of English 

For questions 16-22 read Darcy’s letter (Pride and Prejudice). Find 7 mistakes. There can be 

spelling, vocabulary or grammar mistakes. In the answer sheet write the word (phrase) from the 

text and the correct one. 

For example: recieving - receiving 

Be not alarmed, madam, on recieving this letter, by the apprehension of its containing any 

repetition of those sentiments or renewal of those offers which were last night so disgusting to 

you. I write without any intention of paining you, or humbling myself, by dwelling at wishes 

which, for the happiness of both, cannot be too soon forgotten: and the effort which the 

formation and the perasal of this letter must occasion, should have been spared had not my 

character required it to be writing and read. You must, therefore, pardon the freedom with which 

I demand your attention; your feelings, I know, will bestow it unwilling, but I demand it of your 

injustice. 

Two offenses of a very different nature, and by no means of equal magnitude, you last night lay 

to my charge. The first-mentioned was, that, regardless of the sentiments of either, I had 

detached Mr. Bingley from your sister,- and the other, that I had, in defiance of various claims, 



in defiance of honour and humanity, ruined the immediate prosperity and blasted the prospects of 

Mr. Wickham.- Willfully and wantonly to have thrown off the companion of my youth, the 

aknowledged favourite of my father, a young man who had scarcely any other dependence than 

on our patronage, and who had been brought up to expect its exertion, would be a depravity, to 

which the separation of two young persons, whose affection could be the growth of only a few 

weeks, could bear no comparison. But from the severity of that blame which was last night so 

liberally bestowed, respecting each circumstance, I shall hope to be in future secured, when the 

following account of my actions and their motives has been read. If, in the explanation of them, 

which is due to myself, I am under the necessity of relating feelings which may be offensive to 

yours, I can only say that I am sorry. The necessity must be obeyed, and further apology would 

be absurd. 

Read the second part of the letter. For questions 23-30 complete the sentences using one word 

from the text for each gap. Do not change the form of the word. 

I had not been long in Hertfordshire, before I saw, in common with others, that Bingley preferred 

your elder sister to any other young woman in the country. But it was not till the evening of the 

dance at Netherfield that I had any apprehension of his feeling a serious attachment. I had often 

seen him in love before. At that ball, while I had the honour of dancing with you, I was first 

made acquainted, by Sir William Lucas's accidental information, that Bingley's attentions to your 

sister had given rise to a general expectation of their marriage. He spoke of it as a certain event, 

of which the time alone could be undecided. From that moment I observed my friend's behavior 

attentively; and I could then perceive that his partiality for Miss Bennet was beyond what I had 

ever witnessed in him. Your sister I also watched. Her look and manners were open, cheerful, 

and engaging as ever, but without any symptom of peculiar regard, and I remained convinced 

from the evening's scrutiny, that though she received his attentions with pleasure, she did not 

invite them by any participation of sentiment. If you have not been mistaken here, I must have 

been in an error. Your superior knowledge of your sister must make the latter probable.- If it be 

so, if I have been misled by such error to inflict pain on her, your resentment has not been 

unreasonable. But I shall not scruple to assert, that the serenity of your sister's countenance and 

air was such as might have given the most acute observer a conviction that, however amiable her 

temper, her heart was not likely to be easily touched.  

23. I know I will … to see him again. 

24.…. disorder in infancy is one potential cause for violent and/or aggressive teenagers, linking 

the childhood with future behaviour and demeanour. 

25. Going out at Wembley is a big thrill even if you are a … boy 

26. My spirits … whenever I think of my friends. 

27. I had lunch today with a  … George Michael - not the George Michael, I should explain. 

28. I am writing to you with … to your letter of 15 March. 

29. Strange … it may appear I will talk to him. 

30. His television shows regularly turn the … blue. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/big
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/thrill
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/even
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/boy
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/spirits
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/whenever
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/think
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/friend
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/lunch
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/explain
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/television
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/show
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/regularly
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/turn
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/blue


For questions 31-38 write the derivatives of the words in brackets. 

31. It has been carefully edited, with detailed and extensive annotation, with one … but 

fortunately not serious exception. (explain) 

32. The man had been stranded in the jungle for several days and was clearly … and very 

weak.(nourish) 

33. It’s still not possible to accurately predict the … of earthquakes. (occur) 

34.  He was very difficult to work with and was often accused of being very …. (forgive) 

35. I've booked my girlfriend a … at the beauticians for her birthday.(face) 

36. The term "…" assumes a criterion that allows a differentiation between science and 

nonscience, good science and bad science, true and false. (science) 

37. There are also other, more unusual, reset periods, including 14 day, 49 days, 91 

days, ….. and annual.(annual) 

38…. would like to see even more ambitious goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

(environment) 

 

For questions 39-44 match the words/phrases with their definitions. There are three 

words/phrases you do not need to use. 

 grass roots, play a game,  sponcon, big time, yeet, side hustle, meatspace, come clean, 

butcher shop 

39. It is used to describe the real world. 

40. It is used to describe posts made by influencers that are in fact advertisements. 

41. It means extremely. 

42. It means “tell the truth”. 

43. It means “throw recklessly” 

44. It is used to describe the ordinary people in a society, movement, or organization.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Crossword 

Across 

1. The breed of the dogs Elizabeth II liked most of all. 

2. In 2012, Elizabeth II celebrated the … Jubilee of her reign. 

3. The name of her sister. 

4. Elizabeth would not have become the Queen if her uncle hadn’t done this. 

Down 

1. Elizabeth II was buried in St. George’s … at Windsor Castle. 

5. The first name of her father George VI. 

6. The name of her beloved husband. 

7. Elizabeth’s second name. 

8. In 2015 Elizabeth II surpassed her to become the longest-reigning monarch in British 

history. 

9. Queen Elizabeth II became the first State Head to have used this.  

10. As a child she gave her grandfather (George V) an adorable nickname: “Grandpa …”. 
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Riddles 

1. The word “starting” can have a letter taken away and it still makes a word. 

Take another letter away and it still makes a word. Keep on doing that until 

you have one letter left. Write all the 8 words beginning with “starting”. 

2. A doctor and a bus driver are both in love with the same woman, an 

attractive girl named Sarah. The bus driver had to go on a long bus trip that 

would last a week. Before he left, he gave Sarah seven ….  Seven what? 

3. Forwards I am heavy. Backwards I am not. What am I?  

4. What starts with E, ends  with E and only has one letter?  

5. Why is a river rich?  
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Code ___________________________________ 

 Listening 

1 True 

2 False 

3 True 

4 Not Stated 

5 True 

6 False 

7 Not Stated 

8 False 

9 reminisce 

10 the biggest hurdle 

11 a grain of truth 

12 skeletons in the cupboard 

13 draw the line 

14 branch of your roots 

15 accumulate huge amounts of information 

 Reading/Use of English (16-22 в любом порядке) 

16 dwell at - dwell on 

17 perasal – perusal 

18 writing - written 

19 Unwilling - unwillingly 

20 injustice – justice 

21 lay – laid  

22 aknowledged - acknowledged 

23 long 

24 attachment 

25 ball 

26 rise 

27 certain 

28 regard 

29 though/as 

30 air 



31 inexplicable  

32 malnourished/undernourished 

33 occurrence 

34 unforgiving 

35 facial 

36 pseudo-science 

37 semi-annual 

38 environmentalists 

39 meatspace 

40 sponcon 

41 big time 

42 come clean 

43 yeet 

44 grass roots 

 Across 

1 corgi 

2 diamond 

3 Margaret 

4 abdicated 

 Down 

1 chapel 

5 Albert 

6 Philip 

7 Alexandra 

8 Victoria 

9 email 

10 England 

 Riddles 

1 starting, staring, string, sting, sing, sin, in, I.  

2 apples 

3 ton 

4 envelope 

5 It has two banks. 
 


